
Interview

Lou Reed

WLIR: Hi, we're back. Live and in stero from the Ultra Sonic re
cording studios. And tonight, uh, Mr. Lou Reed is with us. (aud
ience applauding) For sure. If you wanna get out and see the ba
nd... Uh, Alice Tully Hall, January 27th in a rather rare New Y
ork appearence. Your back in New York though right? You spent a
 long time in the city. Lou: Yeah, we spent a long time in Euro
pe. We were in uh, in and around London, Scotland, places like 
that for a while. WLIR: Have you officially moved to England? L
ou: Oh, no, no, no. We just went over there cuz we hadn't seen 
it. WLIR: So New York is still the city of record. Lou: New Yor
k is the home base. WLIR: Uh-huh, uhh... the album was recorded
 in London? Lou: Yeah the album was recorded, real great studio
 named trident. WLIR: Trident, yeah. And David Bowie produced? 
Lou: David and Mick Ronson. Musn't forget Mick. WLIR: Musn't. L
ou: Musn't. WLIR: How'd you like working with... Lou:(intrrupts
) It'd be naughty.(laughter) That's what they, that's what they
 say in England, when you, when you say something, they say nah
, that's naughty, that's naughty.(audience laughter) WLIR: But 
they don't say that in New York? Lou: No man, they'd punch ya o
ut if ya did!(roaring laughter) WLIR: I dunno, I dunno, how'd y
ou like working with David? Lou: I loved working with David, Da
vid's a terrific empathy. WLIR: How do you, how do you account 
for the fact that...(snickering laughter) Lou:(laughing) Not th
at way! (more audience laughter) WLIR: How do you account for u
h (Lou: WHEW!) during his performance at Carnagie, he dedicated
 what seemed like and entire half hour to Lou Reed and did a co
uple of Lou Reed tunes. Lou: I guess he likes 'em. (audience la
ughter) WLIR: Yeah? After all these years suddenly for the ener
gy to start, to start coming back again... Lou: Interesting isn
't it? WLIR: It's is, it is! Lou: Yeah. WLIR: I guess it must h
ave been there all along. Lou: Yeah, I-I-should think so, ya kn
ow... WLIR: Where's Doug Yule? Lou: Uh, dead I hope. WLIR: (gas
ping from host and audience) Whoa! I went to high school with D
oug Yule, you can't say that! Lou: Oh well I can say it, but I 
didn't mean it. WLIR: You worked together on the "Loaded" album
. Lou: ye-uh-well, we WORKED on the Loaded album. WLIR: And tha
t was, that was "the" final venture? Lou: That, that was it. WL
IR: That was the end of it. Lou: That was the end. WLIR: The en
d of your proverbial era as it were. Lou: Well the end of that 
era... is it era(eer-a) or era(eh-ra)? WLIR: Era(eh-ra)? It's a
n error to call it an (eer-a) Lou: Is it an error to call it an
 (eer-a) or is it an error to call it an (eh-ra)? WLIR: It's an
 ear! Lou: An ear? Of corn?(laughter) WLIR & Lou: It's an era. 
WLIR: Do you think, do you think we'll ever see the Velvet Unde
rground together ever again, performing or playing? Lou: Well, 
which permentation of it? (someone in the audience: Anyone!) We
ll, there's a version of the Velvet Undergournd that's in Londo
n right now that's uh got the original drummer and has Doug Yul



e and two other people in it. WLIR: Oh, so Doug Yule's working,
 he's not dead! Lou: No, he's not dead, he's not dead. WLIR: Ho
w 'bout Lou Reed and the Velvet Underground? Lou: Nah, no chanc
e of that. WLIR: And what about the Thunder Thighs? Lou: OH! If
 I had 'em here! WLIR: These are not the Thunder Thighs... Lou:
 No, these are not...(a member of the band: I thought I was a T
hunder Thigh!) (laughter) He thought he was a Thunder Thigh the
n I hadda tell him he wasn't and he got very depressed. WLi

R: Why don't you tell me who IS playing here with you tonight? 
Lou: Oh, we have Bobby Resigno, Vinny Laporta, Eddie Reynolds, 
and Scott Clark. (audience applause) WLIR: Ok, well, talking ab
out New York city and the Velvet Underground certainly epotimiz
ed what I think New York really was to a lot of people for a lo
ng time at least, at least during... Lou: Most of whom are now 
in jail. WLIR: ...or dead. Lou: Or dead. (laughter) WLIR: Uhhh,
 good to hear that you are still a member of this uh, this insa
nity. Why don't we go back and do something from the old days..
. from Velvet Underground, New York, 19 what 63-4? Lou: No, noo
o, no about circa... I guess... do you know the story about how
 I wrote this song? WLIR: Please, please tell me. Lou: I was wo
rkin' for a record company as a song writer, where they'd lock 
me in a room and they'd say write 10 surfing songs, ya know and
 I wrote "Heroin" and I said "hey I got somthin' for ya" ya kno
w... and they said, NEVER HAPPEN, never happen. So that's what 
we'll lead our set off with. WLIR: Ok, thank you. (audience app
lause) Lou Reed Tuesday night concert WLIR FM. Lou: (starting t
he intro) Yes, it still exists. Now in the original days, not o
nly was it banned but they wouldn't take advertisments for our 
album because of it. Now here we are doin' it over the radio...
 very funny (applause) K, here we go... This is the rock versio
n, it's called "Heroin". They play the song and in the middle L
ou shouts, "I tell ya, a junkies dream hahaha"
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